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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Cacoecia epicryta Meyr. (Lepidoptera: Torticidae) feeding on Champa (Michelia 
champaca) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research 
document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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Champa (Michelia champaca) is a large tree generally planted in home gardens. It is also under cultivation in 
many parts of India for its oil, obtained from flowers and used in perfumery. The sweet-scented, yellow flowers 
are offered in worship. Champa is well known tree in Chhattisgarh. For the traditional healers it is a valuable 
medicinal herb. Its all parts are used as medicine both internally as well as externally in treatment of many 
common diseases. In reference literatures related to different systems of medicine in India, Champa holds a 
reputed position as medicinal herb. The infestation of Cacoecia epicryta is common on Champa. Besides 
Champa, this leaf eating caterpillar is also a valuable medicine for the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh, 
particularly the healers engaged in treatment of Jahar (Poison). Through the Ethno-entomological surveys 
conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh in recent past, I have noted valuable information on this important 
aspect. After purification the full fed caterpillars are used internally to nullify the harmful effects of different 
types of poison. The traditional healers of Bagbahhera region, specialized in treatment of snake bite, recommend 
the caterpillar powder upto long time, after complete treatment. According to them, the caterpillar powder is 
capable of nullifying the residual effect of poison after complete treatment. The traditional healers of Gandai- 
Salewara region start the systematic treatment of any patient from the caterpillar powder. According to them in 
majority of the cases, the few doses of caterpillar powder cures the trouble effectively in very less time. They 
explained that the internal use of caterpillar cleans the body and when after this cleaning, the herbal formulations 
are given, it acts in more promising way. Majority of traditional healers informed that it is effective at initial 
stages only. The traditional healers are not aware of its other traditional medicinal uses. 


The above mentioned traditional medicinal uses are of great relevance as it can save thousands of life around the 
world effectively. I personally feel that there is a strong need to start a systematic research on different aspects of 
this medicinal insect without any delay. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 7000 Formulations in which Cacoecia collected 
from Michelia is added as important ingredient. In case of Cannabis overdose the Traditional Healers use 
Cynodon based Formulations. In these Formulations Cacoecia is added as tertiary ingredient. In Morus based 
Formulations for Datura Toxicity the Healers add Cacoecia as septenary ingredient. In case of Urtica Excess 
the Healers use Trema and Artocarpus based Formulations. Cacoecia is added as octonary ingredient in these 
Formulations. In case of Tectona Toxicity the Healers use Alnus, Butea and Betula based Formulations. 
Cacoecia is added as nonary ingredient in these Formulations. These Formulations are given up to long time. In 
case of Cissus Overdose the Healers use Acacia and Cassia based Formulations. Cacoecia is added as senary 
ingredient in these Formulations. Salix and Hydrilla based Formulations are used for treatment of Smilax 
Toxicity. The Healers add Cacoecia as denary ingredient in these Formulations. Acampe and Bulbophyllum 
based Formulations are used in treatment of Echinops Toxicity. Cacoecia is added as secondary ingredient in 
these Formulations. For complete information on Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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